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On the connotation and transmission of the fifteen collaterals theory in Yellow Emperor’ s Can-
on of Medicine (B N%Y)

ZHANG Mingjia' , XU Zhenhua'’

> XIE Yu©

(1. School of Second Clinical Medicine of Guangzhou University of Chinese Medicine, Guangzhou 510000, China;
2. Guangdong Provincial Hospital of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Guangzhou 510000, China)

Abstract ; The fifteen collaterals serves as a vital component of the meridian theory in traditional Chinese medicine (TCM). As a sec-
ondary network for distributing qi and blood throughout the body, fifteen collaterals, combined with the twelve meridians, constitute the
main circulatory and perfusion system of i and blood in the human body. This article aims to conduct an in — depth exploration of the
theoretical framework of the fifteen collaterals as described in the Yellow Emperor’s Canon of Medicine ( #5#7 P4, Huangdi Neijing) ,
analyzing their structural composition, physiological functions, pathological changes, and clinical application characteristics. Additional-
ly, the article performs a comparative analysis with contemporary textbooks on Meridians and Acupoints Studies ( £2%% ifi 72, Jingluo
Shuxue Xue) , focusing on the differences and similarities in collateral pathways and therapeutic indications between ancient and modern
theories. This reveals the transmission and development of these concepts in modern medical education and clinical practice. Through
systematic elaboration and comparison, the article intends to provide novel perspectives and theoretical support for academic research and
clinical utilization of the fifteen collaterals, further promoting the inheritance and innovation of TCM meridian theory.

Key words : Fifteen collaterals;  Yellow Emperor’ s Canon of Medicine ( &7 M4, Huangdi Neijing) ;
Studies (25 ff170, Jingluo Shuxue Xue) ;

Meridians and Acupoints

Acupuncture and moxibustion education
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